6                    PROBLEMS OF POWER
arrangement between Japan and Russia, and, what is no less important, in consequence of the determination, by agreement among the Great European Powers, of the advantages that they could draw from Asia and Africa, a closely woven network of agreements and ententes has been formed between the Powers belonging to the same groups or to different groups, a fact which necessarily profoundly complicates the international situation. We must not forget that such new combinations may help to temper the contrasted differences and to serve the cause of peace. But, on the other hand, we must remember that the spheres of interest recently created under the shelter of these special agreements have brought into existence other points of contact and other zones of friction, a fact that has introduced into foreign politics an element of trouble, of which it is prudent for us to take note in time/'
The counter " insurance" treaties referred to by the Austro-Hungarian Foreign Minister are indeed among the most characteristic marks of the present situation. But they are superficial phenomena, the sole interest of which lies in the fact that they are the signs of essential changes below the surface. They are the evidence, not of a peaceful world-condition, but of a latent state-of-war. They are the indication of the risks involved in the expansive tendency of modern communities under the pressure of economic motives ; they are the necessary political formulas of compromise intended to conjure away possibilities of international collision due to other than political causes.
They bear witness, thus, to the most salient reality of modern civilization, namely, the increasing predominance of economic laws, with the consequent interpenetration of peoples, a state of things that has multiplied zones of friction; the blind but ineluctable evolution towards a condition of " socialistic " reciprocity, coterminous with the circumference of the planet, and tending to annihilate national barriers.
In April and May, 1912, the Turks temporarily closed the Dardanelles. One of the largest markets in the world was thus shut off from the activities of the British shipowner.